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ZULULAND DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY

POSTAL: Private Bag X76, Ulundi, 3838  |  PHYSICAL: 400 Ugagane Street, Ulundi 

TEL: 035 874 5500  |  FAX: 035 874 5531/5589

EMAIL: info@zululand.org.za  |  WEB: www.zululand.org.za  

SPONSORED PROFILE

OUR VISION 
We are the Zululand region and are proud of our heritage. We 

are mindful of the needs of the poor and we seek to reflect the 

aspirations of our communities. We are committed to responsible 

and accountable actions, tolerance and concern for racial harmony, 

protecting our environment, and strengthening the role of women 

and the youth. We will strive to improve the quality of life in Zululand 

by providing sustainable infrastructure and promoting economic 

development and building capacity within our communities.

 The Zululand District Municipality Budget for the 2014/15 financial 

year is R869 178 000. This is a R14 209 000 increase compared to

the previous financial year’s budget, which was R854 969 000.

 ‘This budget will assist us in providing service delivery to about 

one million citizens of this district because we are still committed 

to improving the quality of life of our communities,’ says the 

Honourable Mayor.

OVERVIEW
Zululand District Municipality (ZDM), situated in the north-eastern 

part of KwaZulu-Natal, covers an area of approximately 14 799km2. 

It is primarily a rural district, with a population close to a million. 

Approximately half of the area is under the jurisdiction of traditional 

authorities, while the remainder is divided between commercially-

owned farms and conservation areas.

 This district comprises five local municipalities: Ulundi, Nongoma, 

uPhongolo, eDumbe and AbaQulusi. Vryheid and Ulundi are two 

urban centres of note in the District, respectively serving as a Regional 

Service and a Regional and Provincial Administrative centre. Ulundi 

boasts a well-equipped airport. 

 Made up mostly of an urban population of about 25 000, the town 

of Vryheid is a commercial and business hub, while Ulundi Town, 

which has an urban population of more than 55 000, is mainly an 

administrative centre and also the headquarters of the Zululand 

District Municipality.

 By the late 1990s, Zululand had experienced an economic decline 

due to the effects of an open market on coal mining and agriculture. 

By 2000, all but one (Zululand Anthracite Colliery) of the large-scale 

mining operations closed down, and this further exacerbated the 

unemployment problem. This was because a large number of people 

in this area were employed in the mines. Poor accessibility also added 

fuel to the fire.
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 Although tourism has started to play a larger role, this by no 

means fills the gap caused by the closing down of the mines, 

which has had a knock-on effect on all economic sectors and has 

particularly been felt in Vryheid and its surrounds. 

 This led to the growth of an informal sector (mainly petty 

commodity trading), which has grown considerably over the last 

decade, but has been constrained by the slump in primary and 

secondary sectors of the formal economy.

 Recent surveys have shown that Zululand’s potential for economic 

growth lies in the tourism and agricultural sectors. ZDM has high 

hopes that the declining economy will turn full circle through 

promoting self-reliance and sustainability amongst its residents. 

 To further boost this, ZDM bought 81 tractors a few years ago for 

all 36 Amakhosi under this district at an estimated cost of more than 

R15 million. After buying these tractors, the Municipality immediately 

appointed an agricultural expert to teach people good farming 

methods/skills. The Municipality now employs a number of ISD 

officers who, amongst other things, assist the communities with 

their farming needs.

 The Municipality believes that assisting people to till the soil will 

enable them to produce their own food and sustain themselves, 

helping them to fight hunger and poverty.

 The District Municipality sets aside an amount of R5,4 million 

every year for Local Economic Development (LED) projects in the 

89 wards. ZDM also provides R20 000 for the widows and orphans 

in those wards. This is aimed at creating employment opportunities 

for local residents, alleviating poverty, and redistributing resources 

and opportunities.

 Aware of the critical backlog in the provision of water and 

sanitation, the ZDM is trying its best to address the situation. A 

large chunk of its budget every financial year goes to solving water-

related problems as well as sanitation, which is one of the core 

functions of this district municipality.

 Meanwhile, the construction of 10 Regional Water Schemes: 

Nkonjeni, Usuthu, Mandlakazi, Khambi, Mkuze, Hlahlindlela, 

Simdlangentsha West, Simdlangentsha Central, Simdlangentsha 

East and Coronation Water Schemes, is continuing. A number of 

communities are already benefitting from these schemes even 

though they are still under construction.

 To boost tourism, the District Municipality has built a new Tourism 

Hub, which is situated at Prince Mangosuthu Buthelezi Airport in 

Ulundi. This hub provides all the relevant information tourists would 

need, including information about transport and accommodation.

 Meanwhile, Avis car hire/rental has moved to these new premises, 

which will benefit the transport industry in Ulundi and in Zululand as 

a whole.

 A world-class restaurant is anticipated to be opening soon, as all 

the equipment is up to standard and ready to be utilised. 

TOURIST ATTRACTIONS
•  Emakhosini Heritage Park (including Ophathe Game Reserve) –  

 seven Zulu Kings were born/buried here

•  The Zulu Royal Annual Reed Dance at Enyokeni Royal Kraal near  

 Nongoma – attracts thousands of overseas and local tourists

•  Developments around Pongolapoort Dam – annual tiger fishing  

 competition and boating activities catch the attention of many  

 visitors, including those from outside our shores.

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES
A good working relationship with local Amakhosi means that land is

available for developmental purposes, including agriculture, tourism 

and manufacturing.
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